of $50
We Will
Give Iree
a Beau-
tiful
26-piece
Sifver Set
of Knives
and Forks

Purchase
of $25
We Wil i
Give Free. ||
a Pretty il
32-piece
Dinner

Set
Neatly
Decorated

b S

“That question, “What to buy for Christrﬂaé" finds a ready and pleasing answer at Pettit & Co.’s. Buy now and enjoy the
satisfaction of selecting from complete lines of the handsomest and most dependable Furniture suitable for gift purposes.

CREDIT OF THE MOST LIBERAL SORT.

3

-

‘pleasure and

Rl

Batton-and Rest”

Let it be a

New Method

Im

When the day's work is done and he
3% has ‘settled down for the evening a

mian wants a comfortable chair.

: There is 8o Chair ot the mgtrkct in
siwhichionegamay find such perlect rest
:'and comfort as the "ROYAL" MOR-

i RIS CHAIR;

They
found ‘on any other

improvements
as Range.

If you are looking for n Gas Range
you want the best, which is the

POs5ess

$10. and wp.

: Combination Book

e

¢ (ases and Desks | J

1n all'styles and woods, from

~ $15 to $45

- New Method

Gas Range

Will Save you 25% in Gas Bills

not

$18.75
Buys
This $30
Three-
Piece
Parlor
Suit

Heavy birch-ma-

hoany * frame, pol-
e ciif
ished, neat carving
and loose cushion
seats, covered ina
high. grade  plain

green plush.

She Wants
" a Buffet

$18.75

Buifet,

mirror.

Buys this Neat §28.00
constructed  of
solid oak, neat in design and of best
construction, with large French bevel

Or Perhaps
a Sideboard

sive, solit quarter-sawed  oak  Side-
board, heavy standards and large size
mirror, for only $38,75.

G 25 =
$38.75 DorraIrud v, mast

White

LetitBea
Sewing Machine

If you have not a White Sewing Ma.-
chine in your home you should have,

Atrial is all we ask ‘to prove that
the White is the best sewing machine
made’ You will ‘find it runseasier,
riins swilter, sews better and with a°
neater stitch than any other sewing
machine. !

TR

$16 7 Buys this $15.00 China
1 . Closet. A neat and new
design china  closet, constructed of
quarter-sawed oak, polished, large mir-
ror-top and bent glass ends.

$8 75 Buys thls Pretty Music
Ll Cablnet,  neat' 'in design

and of best construction and fnish;
worth $12.00,
Others from $6.75 to $30.00.

Special
24c

FOR
MONDAY
ONLY.

This very ser-
viceable Epam-
eled Coffee Pot,

One td a cus-

Sold on easy terms of paymclnt.

tomer.

$13.75

All Styles and Coverings.
Buys this Large Size Couch, covered in fabricord and guaranteed;

worth §20.00.
Others from $7.50 to $75.00,

$3.95

Ladies’ Desks

iInfall styles and woods,

$4.95
nicély:Ufinished, and  has riversible
-cushions, ‘covered in Verona. : ¢

"4

Buys this $8.00 "Morris
Chalr, made of solid salk;

=

Buys a Very Neat Solid.
Oak Desk; worth $7.00,
Others up to $30.00,

$2.95

Your Cridit e
Good Here
Buy Now---
Pay Next Year

Buys this Neat Solid Oak
Rocker; worth §$5.00.

The Store that
Saves You
Money.

{ £

TARTHWILL WEET
WALV CONET

Only Effect May Be Some Kind
of Electrical Dis-
turbance,

NOPRECISEPREDICTIONS

-

‘Expected Collision Will Probably
Occur May 18,
1910,

| et

BY GARRETT. I, SERVISS,

Halley's comet ddalingw coming on
with & push, getting . perceptlbly
yrighter every weelk, ‘andTthe larest
caleulations ot its course awhile dn tho
pEighiborhood of the earth and the eun
RiNe tho startiing  result that 1t =il
probably ‘atpllce’ the enrth on the 18th

of May, In'{lie forencon.
But jtowill ke rather a swish than
‘blow, slnow 1t will be deall by the

head,

The comet al that time will be in|
the act of crossing the fuce of the sun,
on ftg retreat from perihellon, and tho
cavth will ba somewhnt in the position |
af an unlucky fly whlch has got in
the way of the tail of an excited horse |
whirling rouna ils tying post

Let us gay At onge thit no serious
congequences . are to bhe apprehended.
If it were the head of the comet that
met the carth It might be a dliffcrent
story: but the (all ls composgg only
of gases and elecirified artlcles,’ and
Ltho ¢hances are that If the apticipated
calllslon oceurs (and Foiher EBearle,
who has made the calcylation, and
other asironeomers think 1t extremely |
Hkely), we may' bo totally unaware
of (what 18 happening unlegss certuln
kclentitic observations: render the ve-
&ult apparent.

Al dlytance of 135,000,000 inllek trom
the comet's Head the substance of tha
tall must be In a very attonuated
#tate, and while the ‘atmesphers may
be tilled with the gaseaua perticles, it )
fe probable that there will ho' no vialble'i
evidence of thelp presence—ceriainly |
nol on our slde of the earth, which |
will ‘then be inthe full daylight, and |
mogt kely not even'on the othep wide, |
where nlght will prevall, |

That other sldo will, of colivee, he'
soreened from the dlrect effecty of the
ancounter, but since the tallwill: ox»
tend "away  to unkpown milliens of
miles beyong the eurth, and singg -the'
Tatter will be in ‘the midut of I, the
night sky might Lo expected to show

U paltofthe | comet catoa o distance of
|

fithaa’ 13,000,000 inlles Mrom its

Home evidenco bt the\presence of tlia
elecirified bevom awuening through the

sky and passing gigantically over the
aarth,

One affect which might easlly ba axs’

pected {s some kind of electric 'dis-
turbance In-ih¢ atmosphers {n the na-
ture of a -magnetlc storm, Mke thoee

that attend great dlsplays of the auy
rore boreallsl  The partlcles on . the
comet's tall are balleved to be driven

away fram the direction of the sun by !

gtreams of negalively elecirifled lona
emanating from the solardisturbances.
Buch lona encounter tha earth more
or less at all times, producing & nega-
tive ‘eharga in tHe upper ulr, hut
when they are attended by the gase-
ous  partlolea of a' comet's tall the

total effect of their introductlon into,

the earth's atmoesphera may ha somas
thing unexpected,

The comptary, gases aro mostly hys
drogen and verious kinds of carbenis
gompounds, the | preclse nature and
proportions of which vary with: §iffer-
ent ‘comets,  Frofceor Plokering e
quoted ng saying that among the gades
probebly existing in tha tall ‘of Hal.
lay's comet acetylene will be Included,
Wik, in fact, #almost=nothing is yot
known of the actusl compositlon: ut
this comat, sinca’ st the tlme of iis
last preyious vislt,In 1836, tho epece
Aroscong hado not yet been lnvented,
and ustrondgmers woere {gnorant of ‘tha
aetura of Lhe Bsubstances comporing
such hadies, It {5 probabla thate it will
ba only a lktle hydrogen and yarlons
tenrbunle goges that will he introduepd
inn ihils ocenslon dnto the nlr, and those

in -iluunti__tlaa 60" minute (_}‘u‘l_ut?vel:_'_l

FOUSHEE«*BROADSTS.

that wa who ha\r;; to bmenthe tham, n.f-'|crnhodia’é a;‘;u-!t of Eiroe tella the story. ‘swung ag Halley's is now expected (to
i{ter they have sunk to our level-in the |of the earth's Iast day to Charmoin:

atmoaphers;, wlll
whataver, v i
Stillyithe whole subjectris a mattor of

notlee | no. -eltacls

¢unijacture, alnes such an experignce is
almost without precadent, | and: the
gelentific observations made ot ;the

time will possess (he hlghest possible
Interest. ' This expeated encounter ls o’
realization of n dream’ that has often’
oceupled  the {magination " of (writers,
both 1iterary and scientifie, | The pos-
fible chemical effects of the Introdue-
tlon:of comelary gages intp: 'the -pt-
mosphers had fraguently ‘been guessed
at, and the tremendous  depletion = of
tguch effecis made py Edgar Allan Pos,
'in hlg "Efres und Charmeln,'t has heen
fuutel’ In sclentific books not B8 poss
sessing any solentifle vajus, but ‘as &n
indlcatlon of the natura of wheb might'
heppen, {

Poe pletures a greal camet as encoun::
tering the carth, somewhpti as Halley'a:
ls now expeoted to do, and . destroying
all lfe by the Introductjontinto the alr
of p superabundances of oxygen, which,
catching’ Nre, sweepsitha. earthi with
a'flame of Inconcalyableiheat: L Thedls-

GIVE USEFUL  PRESENTS.

A handy Toastep Btove.wlllima
axcellent Chrivtmas present:-for’
relative oy friends;
many other usefyl
which will make aexchllent Christmaa

an
our

Llll‘mimm;% i?ﬂu at the dilice ntul;hq Nir=
AL allwey & o Dowen « Lompuiy
| Beventh/and Main’ Biresta i NETEGET

previously insplred us with hope, was
now/the source of the bitterness of de-
spalr, Iniits Impalpable gaseocus char-
neter we clearly  perzelve tho consums
mation of Fate. We gasped. In the
rapld modification of the alr. )
tA furlous dslirlum possessed all. men.

ward the threatenlng hepyans, .they
trembled land slhirleked aloud: Butthe
nucleus of the destroyer was now upan
We—even here, in.Aldenn, I shudder
while I speak! For a'moment there
was r wild lurid llght, alone, vislting
and penetrating all things,

wrhen—Ilet us Bow down. Charmoln,
befora; the excessive majesty of  tho
great Godi-—then there ‘came & shout-
Ing and: pervadlng sound; asilf from
the mouth 'Itaelf lof "Him, ~whilg 'tho
swvhale {noumbehi mags of ether iniwhich
‘wa exlsted bhurat ationce Into e spscles
of ntanse flame, for’whose:surpassing
prilliancy. and-all-fervid heat even the
angels In the High'ieoyen  ofl pure
knowladge have no namsl’ Thus ended
allt i )

sarth/‘n thing that may nessibly hap-
peniwitl some futura comet. hmtiwhich
cannot happen, i the rofe of the camot

el Ealley.

wrote, an actualiencounter of the oarth

‘Tharo ars'salso
%autrlcu.] davices, |

with/a doinetis tailits belieye
Yoocurradl R
(Thia was i1 1361, whe

“rhat tennity of Do comet, which had:

1t will be ohsm‘\!e.d"lthut Foa finalty |
makes the comet’s nucleus toush the|

Besides, alterithe time. avhon | Hpe!
to! Haye:

and, with orms rlgldly outstretched Lo- |

do. between tho earth mnd
awlshing' tte long tall uyer the ‘glohbe,
and the only consequende noticed was

night slde of the earthi i
It may be remarked that ths portlon

‘|'of the tnil 'of Lhe comet of 1861 that s

supposad: to have passed over tha earth
‘was sltuated ot about the same  dise
tande from the comet’s head as will be
‘that 'of Halley's! comet. The earth,

the tail, and, as far pg that is concern:

ed, it s not Ukely o pzss centrally on

the present occaslon,
Tha deaper tha earth is burled in the

the  sun,

a slight misty Might in the air on the |.

however, dld not pass cantrally through |

tall ‘tho denser the lntter ls likely to-

bo. ' It is .concelvabla that wa might
pass through 'a portlon dense enough
to produce other affacts  than. those
Imagined by Poe. :

‘Among ‘theleffcta which it has been
supposed might be produced. by 'the
peesing of 'a comet's talliover the earth
{s the!introduction'of particles of 'tha
matter merving as the.nuelel’ ‘of dust
which, ‘'slowly 'descending to. the aur-
foce, ‘would produce physlologleal ef-.

i fects  of the nature’ of {nfluenza, ' But

this presupposes-a rjonsldambla_ quan-
tiiy of sich dust. T
“Allthings conaiderad, it Is probabls
that the only results of tha expected
encounter that can be detdcted will he
of an electrical character, and here we
gra too much In the dark to make ony

‘preclee predict ansi i S

—

req_uéit_';

731 East Maln Street,

. Our Handsome
. lllustrated Catalogue |
OFFINE GOLD, EWELRY, STERLING and'FINE PLATED"
“TABLEWARE, CUT GLASS,' LEATHER ‘GOODS and NOV-
ELTIES IN: GOLD and!SILVER, will be mailed ‘to’you:upon
‘In it are many HOLIDAY SUGGESTIONS. "= | =
 C. Lumsden & Son, Inc.,

{Tewelers to the Southern Pecple,’ . |}

Richmondy Va.




